
























SECTION I

1.1 fntroductioo

The Garo Hills District Council was set up in June 1952 under

the provisions of Article 244 (2) read with the Sixth Schedr.rle of
the Constitution of India.

The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India provides for
administration of specified tribal areas. For that purpose, it provides

for the constitution of a District council for each autonomous

district with powers to make laws on matters listed in paragraph

3 (1) of the Schedule mainly in respect of allotment, occupation,

use, etc. of land; management of forests other than reserved forest;

use of any canal or water courses for agriculture; regulation of the

practice of 'Jhum' or other forms of shifting cultivation; establish-

ment of village or town committees or councils and their powers;

village or town administration including police, public health and

sanitation and inheritance of property. Under paragraph 6 (l) of
the Schedule, the Councils have powers to establish, construct or
manage primary schools, dispensaries, markets, cattle pounds,

ferries, fisheries, roads, road transport and water-ways in the

respe ctive autonomous districts. The Councils also have the

powers to assess, levy and collect within the autonomous

district, revetrue in respect of land and buildings, taxes on

professions, trades, callings and employments, animals, vehicles and

boats, tolls on passengers and goods carried in ferries and for
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the maintenance of schools, dispensaries or roads as listed in
paragraph 8 of the Schedule.

1.2 Ruies for the management of the District F'und

The sixth schedule provides for the constitution of District
Fund for each autonornous district to which shall be credited all
moneys received bv the council in the course of administration

of the district in accordance with the provision of the Constitution.

In. terms of the provisions of paragraph 7 (2) of the Schedule,

rules are to be framed by the Governor for the management of
the District Fund and for the procedure to be followed in respect

of payment of moneys into the said Fund, the withdrawal of
moneys therefrom, the custody of moneys therein and any other
matter connected with or ancillary to these matters. These rules

had not heen finalised so far ( March 1996 ). Meanwhile rhe

affairs of the District Council were being regulated in accordance

with the Garo Hills District Fund Rules , 1952"

1.3 Maintenance of accounts

In pursuance oi paragraph 7 (3) of the Sixth Schedule of

the Constitution, the form in which the accounts of the District

Council are to be maintained was prescribed by the Comptroller

and euditor General of India with the approval of the President

in April 19i7 ar
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