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Big spending on minor
irrigation futile: report

By A Staft Reporter
BOMBAY, July 26.

HUGE amount of investment

(Ra. 700 crores) on
irrigation in the state has remain-
ed “unfmitful” according to the
report of the comptroller and
auditor gencral of Indiag

The report for the vear 1982-37
laid on the table of the legistatiy
assembly by the fmapce miL\isicr, sl
that the potential far mihor iceim
tion in the state had beed identifie
at 3275 lakh heclares, of which 9.9
lakh heetares had been targeted fo
development by the end of 1952-83

“The actal potential cleated wa
7.80 takh bectares at a cost of Rs
907.16 crores” a summary -of the 1¢
pott said, and poinied out that only
about 1.55 lakh hectares or about 2
per cent of the created potential wa
being ulilised,

“A substantial investment of over
Rs. 700 crores has remained wnfruit
ful" the report added,

Other irregulnrities pointed out in
the report include paviment of Rs,
2.59 crores to 2,03¢ incligible persons,
AS assistance under the Sanjay Gan-
dhi Niradhar Anudan Yojans.

FISH SEED: The government in-
curred an expenditure of Rs, 2,039.50
lakhs during the period 1974-83
lhe developmient of fisheries in the
stnte. Despite huge financial invast-
ment, the physical performance of
many fish seed forms was below ex-
pectation, resulting in shortfall in ab-
nual production of fish seed,

NON.-UTILISATION OF HOSPI-
TAL BEDS:*Two wards, one with 100
beds and the other with 30 beds, was
provided at a cost of Rs, $2.77 Iakhs
at the medical college lnd hospital
at Avrangabad in Sepjembar 1981.
The 50-bed ward sterted functioning
only in February 1983, pnd the 100
b_rd_wsrq hnd not yet started funce
tioning (il November 1983, though
the stalf and equipment had been
duly provided, C

IMPORTED EXPLOSIVES: Orders
for impert of 1,675 tonnes of gelatine
at a cost of Rs. 333 lakhs, wero
placed with the State Trading Cor-
poration by ‘the irrigalion department
without assessing the' aclual requite-
ment. Only a part (1,027 tonnes) of

minor

this quantity was received il Japu.
ary 1981, The fuilure of the departs
ment to utilise i, resulied in an avoids
ablo investment of Rs. 155.52 lakhs,
A loss of Rs. 114.92 lakhs was in-
curred cc‘llpe to Issuo of - gelating at
subsidised rates 10 the contractors, sb
as to ‘'utilise” the unutlised stocks
and sesapping of time-barred quanti
ty. An amount of Rs, 15837 lnkis
advanced to the STC ngninst orders
which were faler concelled (for 64%
tonnes), has not been recovered from
the STC for more than throe years.

EDIBLE OIL PURCHASES: In
1951,  1two of the five non-official. mem-
bere of a high power committee ap
pointed by the stats government 1o
prepare a plan for meetlng the odi
ble oil requirements wers empowersd
to decide the cntes nnd sources of edis
ble oil purchases, In May-July 1981,
16,195 tonnes of oil was purchased
at hizher-than-markel prices, resulting
in an avoidable extra expenditure of
Rs. 56.50 lakhs, A quanlity of 2,583
tonnes purchased at a price of Rs.
3.82 crores could not be sold. Delay
In s disposal resulled in tho stocks
becoming uafit for human consumpe
tion, .

LOSSES ON SUGAR DEALS:
During the seme peciod (May-July
1981), the government purchased 1.58
Iakh quintals of sugar to enhance
the bufler stock of 0.69 lakh quintals,
svithout taking into nccount the addi-
tional scleaso of free sale sugar by
tho government of India and the bum-
per crop of the season, “Even with
tho step reduction in the sale prices
the stock of 110 lakh quintals re-
mained unsold, Govornment sustained
o loss of Rs, 3,61 crores on the sule
of 1.17 lakh quintols ot prices lower
thap the economic price, and also a
loss of Rs. 3.46 crore on acoount of
interest on the idle - capital on the
unsold stocks tll the end of June
1983." :

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



