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AUDIT OBJECTIONS
15-Year-Old Orissa
Files Still Pending

“The Times of VIn'di'a” News Service

BHUBANESWAR. March 27: The
Public Accounts . Committee headed
by the Leader of the Opnosition. Mr,
R. N. Singhdeo. vesterday reporte
to the Orissa Assemb!y that it had
received . “a direction” from  the
Speab et to comply with the Govern
ment’s request to examine a special
audit teport on the {transactions of |
certain firms \‘lth the Smtc Govern- '
ment.

The andit was ordmd b\ the
Comptroller and Auditor-General of {
India at the request of the Chief Mi. |
nister and the Public Accounts Com-}.
mittee was awaiting the audit report
Mr. Singhdeo said.

‘(The then Chief Minismr. M|
Bijoyananda Patndik, made the re- |,
uest for the special audit into-the |
¢ransactions of these firms with the
State Government  following - allega.
tionls that the Government had shown |
favour to them and paid inflated
prices, The Orissa Agents, which has
since been wound up, belonged to the
wife of the present . Chief Minister,
Mr. Biren Mitra, Mrs. Gyan' Patnaik,
wife of Mr. Bijoyananda Patnaik, is{
the chairman of the two other com-
panies.) , _

The committee’s rteport presented |
to the House vesterday again expres-
sed concera over - the “heavy out-{
standings” disclosed i the audit re-
port for 1962. Some of the inspec-
gion reports and audit  objections
which were over 15 years old still
remained undisposed of, The com-
mittee, therefore, doubted the . since-
nty of the depariments concerned in |’
dealing with these audit objections. |.
- Recording instunces  of these de-
partments not . furnishing reasons, the
committee said this not only impair.
ed the standard of efficiency of the
departments but also undermined fi-
nancial control,
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